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P loo thts bo ata hots 
HE long Knowledge I have; had of your on, Tem- 

per, and Moderation (for which I can truly ſay, Without 
the leaſt Umbrage of Flattery, you deſerve to be highly 


valued). hath given me Encouragement to Communicate. to you, 


SW #4 - #% 


my free and lerne Thoughts, concerning the: Controverſig, 


between ſome of our Brethren, on the one hand, and the Quakers 
on the other. Tho' I am a great Admirer of Solitude and Retire- 
ment, being ſeldom ſeen in the Crowds of the Talkari and Un. 
thinking Multitude, but ſequeſtring my ſelf, as much as I can 
poſlibly, from publick Noiſe, that I might have che more Op- 
portunity to Introvert my Mind, and Wait upon, and Adore my 
Creator; for when my Mind is Silent and Retired, and my own 
Imaginations and Reaſonings are ſhut out; then I can hear his 


Still and Small Voice, and have an inward ſenſible Perception of 
his Divine Preſence with my Soul: Tet I am not ſuch an abſo- 


jute Recluſe, as to Cloyſter my ſelf wholly up from the 898 


of this World; for I admit of Viſits from particular Friends, 


read Books at ſeaſonable Intervals, . and hold Epiſtolary Corre- 
pondence with Your ſelf, and a few more Select Perſons, who 
now the worth of Privacy, by the Benefit they Enjoy in it. 80 
that tho'I am no Actor in the publick Theatre of the Times, yer 
I never have been, nor am an ignorant and unconcerned Specta- 
tor of thoſe Tranſactions, that have happened in our Dax. 
And. of all Occurrences ; the Diſſentions about Religion, and tho; 
often attended with violent Heats and Reflections, by Men of fu- 


* 


rious and intemperate Spirits, have moſt affected me. Allprofels 


themſelves to be Chriſtians, to be Diſciples and Followers of Chriſt; 

and, yet, how few Imitate him whom they pretend to be their 

Maſter ? And tis a fad, but true Obſervation, that they who have 

the worſt Cauſe, , and weakeſt Arguments, are very apt to give 

Hard Names, and to Revile and Slander their Opponents; that 

fince they cannot Confute them by, Dint. of fair Ratiocination, they . 
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might, if poſſible, Pollute them with the Dirt of filthy Reflection. 


You know whoſe Practice this has been in their former Quarrels, 
with other Diſſenters; and now, 1n a more particular manner, 


with the. Quakers, eſpecially ſince Mr. Bugg..and Mr. Kezth came 
d us Fe n hb rk dt 15 adde Diſerdrer of G. 
ſhired Men, for their Immoralities; for they) did ot Come, but 
were Thruſt out from amongſt the Quakers ; at which taking, deep 
Reſentment, and cheriſhing that bad Humour in themſelves, which 
cauſed their Expulſion, their whole Maſs ſeems to be 'fo'corrup ted, 
that their Enmity 1s become Implacable againſt bat People. 
And as it is natural for Malignant Humours to ſpread, eſpeci- 
ally over thoſe parts which were before Infected; fo theſe Men, 
coming full, amongſt us, of Envy, Hatred and Malice, have infuſed 
their Venom into fome of our Brethren, who had formerly been 
y inteq; and thoſe, having received the Infection themſelves, how 
Induſtrĩiouſy do they endeavour to ſpread it among others? 
am heartily ſorry to fee it; but What Pains do they rake? Yea, 
hat Artitices do they uſe, to poſſeſs not only private Perſons 
with Prejudice, but alſo to ſtir up Perſecution in the Government 
againſt the Quakers, as tho they were not fit to live amongſt us? 
The Pulpits Ring with Invectives, and the Preſſes Groan with Abu- 
ſive Books and Pamphlets againſt them. The common Charge is, 
That they are Guilty of read try againſt God, Chriſt, and the Holy 
Scriptures ; thus our Norfolkł-Brethren: Yea, of Blaſphemy and 
Hereſtie; ſo Mr. Keich. But the Quakers have Anſwered thoſe 
Charges, again and again; and Cleared themſelves in the Face of 
God and the World, as appears by their Printed Books and Papers. 
To be plain; Let any indifferent Man compare their Books with 
N and he will ſoon ſee, to whom the Blaſphemy and Hereſie 
Jong. f | 43 3. Ii i 
You may remember, Sir, what you gave me in your laſt, as 
your Opinion about the Cauſe of our Brethrent Out- cry againft 
ne "Quakers, rather than other Diſſenters, viz. NE Os 
to Tithes, which the other generally pay; and your ſenfe was, 
Thar if the Quakers would comply in that One Thing, the Noife of 
Blaſpbemy 9 would be no more heard againſt them: And 
Jam inclined to believe it, becauſe you know, that Tirhes are 
the wery Pillars of our Church; take away them, and the Sump- 
tuous Fabrick quickty falls into a Heap of Rubbith * We cannar 
Subſiſt without them, we cannot Furniſh our Libraries, nor Main- 
ain our Families, without them. Tis granted, they are not due 


to 


to U by Vertue of the Dwine Law, as they were to the Levites; but 
they are ſettled upon us by the Law of the Land; and fo we Claim 
them, and ſo we Receive them, and upon no other Foot of Account. 
The Quakers have ſaid ſo much againſt our old Plea, of Divine 
Right, and made it out ſo fully, and plainly by Seripture, that none 
bur ſome Zealows Novices, or Super-annuated Bigots, will now offer 
to uſe it; and therefore the Vie among us have quitted that Pre- 
tence, and do inſiſt only upon a Right iſſuing from meer Humane 
GTontjeadion,- 05 790 21079 2710. 1 197 0 CE. 
I have diligently looked into the Controverſie, that is between 
our Brethren and the Quakers, not with a Partial or Captious, but 
with a Single and Indifferent Eye; and I do not find, that the Qua- 
ters are either Guilty of thoſe Real Errors that ate laid to their 
Charge; or, that thoſe, which our Brethren ſuppoſe to be Errors, in 
them, are Errors at all, bat are rather Glorious Goſpel-Truths. 
I will give fome Inſtances in both: r | 


* 
* 


Firſt, The Quakers are charged, with Denying the Man Chriſt Feſus; 
which were a great Error indeed, were they Guilty of it: bur they 
ſufficiently Acquit themſelves of this, by confefling exprefly ro his 
Manhood; That be was Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin Ma- 
ry, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, as Crucified, Dead and Buried, Roſe 
again the third Day, and Aſcended into Heaven: So that this Charge is 
very untruly brought againſt them. G. Fox's Fournal, p. 358. 

2dly, They are charged, with Denying the Reſurrection of the Body: 
But this alſo is another falſe Imputation; for they believe the Reſur- 
rection according to Scripture, the one, from Sin; and the other, from 
Death and the Grave, W.Penn's Key, &c. Perverſion 15. Yea, That the 


Dead ſhall be Raiſed with the Same Bodies, as far as a Natutal, and — * 


Spiritual, Corruptible, and Incorruptible, Terreſtrial, and Celeſtial, can be the 
Same; Truchs Principles by. J. Crook, printed Anno 1663. 

 3adly, They are charged, with Denying the Trinity : But the con- 

trary is manifeſt by their Writings 3 hs they believe in the Hoh) 
Three, or Trinity of Father, Word and Spirit, 1 John 5. 7. And that 

theſe Three are truly and properly One, of One Nature, as well 

as Will. M. Penn's Key, &c. Perverſion 9. In the Unity of the God- 

head, ſaith G. Whitehead, there is the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Ghoſt; and that thoſe Three are One, of One Subſtance, Power and 
Eternity. Truth and Innocency Vindicated, &c. p. 52. See alſo 

Anguis Flagellatus, by TFoſeph Wyeth. p. 184. 

_- 4#bly, Another Charge againſt them is, that, They Deny the Nerip- 

tures; than which, nothing can be Falſer: For they have always 
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Teſtified, as 7 Wyeth declares, to the 2 Tim. 3. 16. That all Scrips 
1 


ture is given Inſpiration. of God, and is profitable for ' Doftrine, / for 

| Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, Ibid. p. 150. 
See allo, The Defence of the People called Quakers, &c. p. 15. 
The like may be ſaid of ſeveral other Things, which are real 
Errors, where ever they are met with, as well as thoſe before- 
mentioned; but they are untruly charged upon the Quakers, as 
it evidently appears by their Writings. Ob big Ind” 
Again, there are ſome otherThings, which our Brethren ſuppoſing 

to be Errors in the Quakers, have charged upon them, as 1uch, 
which yet are found to be Glorious Goſpel- Truths. & 23 
Firſt, Our Brethren ſuppoſe that the Quakers are in an Error 
about the Light within; and thereupon have beſtowed upon it 
many Opprobrious, not to ſay, Blaſphemous Names; as, Ignis 


Fatuas, A Diabolical Light, &c. So ſome: And others, A Spark from 
the Devil's Forge: So our Norfolk-Brethren (to wit) Doctor Beckhams, 
Mr. Meriton, and Mr. Topcliffe, in their Principles of the Quakers,&cC. p. 6. 
A Whimſical Witneſs fetch'd from Terra Incognita, p. 57. 4 W 4 
Phantaſm, p. 74. The Phantaſm of a Chriſt within, p. 86. ibid. Another 
calls it, A Monſtrous Notion ; and Affirms it to be the Graund and Foun- 
dation of all their other Errors aud Blaſphemies: So the Author of The. 
Snake in the Graſs, 3d Edition, p. 8. But Thavefaichfully Examin'd 
the Quakers Notion about the Light within,.and compar'd it with 
the Scriptures, and do find, that they ſpeak of it as the Scriptures. 
do (viz.) That Chriſt is the Light of the World; and that he doth: 
Enlighten every Man that cometh into it, with Divine Saving Light: 
I am forry our Brethren ſhould be ſo;Dark, as to oppoſe it. | 
24ly, Our Brethren Charge Immediate Revelation upon them, as 
another great Error; which is not an Error, but a Glorious Gos 
ſpel-Truth : for, if Immediate Revelation were Ceaſed, as our Bre- 
thren ſay, there could be no ſuch Thing, as the Chriſtian Religion 

in the World; for there is no Saving Knowledge of the Father: 
and che Son Attainable without it. I have the Teſtimony of Chriſt 
himſelf, for what I ſay, and therefore am bold to Aſſert it. No Man 
Enouꝰethᷣ the Son, but the Father; Neither knoweth any Man the Father ſave 
the Son, and he to whomſuever the Son will Reveal him, Mat. 11, 27. 
Take away Immediate Revelation, and farewell to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; a Name and. Netion of Chriſtianity may be kept up, but 
che Life and Power cannot ſubſiſt withaut it. © The Quakers do 
not, plead for any New Gaſpel, Faith, or Doctrine, different from 

dert which Chrift and his Holy Apoſtles. and Prophets Taught, and: 
is- 


* 


J * p 
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is recorded in the Scriptures of Truth: but for the Revelation of 
that, which they Taught; and is therein Recorded. Defence of the 
People called Quakers, p. 66. babe” 1 
34/3, Our Bret hren Charge it as an Frror upon the Quakers, for 
| Aſferting the Safficiency of the Light within t Salvation, without the 
Scriptures : But this is no Error in the 8 Senſe : for I perceive 
by their Writings, that they do not oppoſe the Light within tothe 
Scriptures, nor do they exclude the Scriprures, "Where they are af- 
forded unto Men: but by the Light within, they underftanding 
Chriſt, who aid, I am the Light f the Wirld, John 9. 5. And is 
God Bleſſed for ever, Rom. 9. 5. and therefore able to Save to the 
uttermoſt, do Teſtiſie to the Sufficiency thereof, to Save all thoſe 
who believe in and obey it; tho' the Scriptures are with-held 
from them by the Providence God. For, as thoſe that Have the 
Literal Knowledge of the Soriptures, are not Saved meerh by that, 
without the Experimental Knowledge of the Work of the Spirit 
in, and upon their Hearts; ſo thoſe that have the Experimental 
Knowledge, may be Saved without the Literal: And as many are 
Injured by the Fall of the Firſt Adam, who know nothing of him, 
or his Eating of the forbidden Fruit; fo, many are made Parta- 
kers of the great Salvation, that comes by Jefus Chriſt, the Second 
Adam, tho Ignorant of the Hiſtory of his Sufferings and Death. 
Therefore, unleſs our | Brethren will deny the All ſufficiency of 
Chriſt, or exclude all thoſe the Pale of divine Mercy, who know 
not the Scriptures (which is both contrary to Scripture, and to 
the repeated Teſtimony of God's Goodneſs Recorded therein) I 


cannot ſee what Pretence they dan make for Oppugning this Aﬀer-. mmm, | 


tion of the Guben. _ 

_ 4thly, Another Truth held by this People, and mif-called Error 
by our Brethren is, Sinleſs Perfection on this Side tbe Grave: But if 
ſuch a State is not attainable in this Life, to what end are there 
ſo many Precepts about it, ſo many Exbortetions to i "fo many 
Prayers. for it, and ſo many Examples Of it recorded in the Serip- 
ture? Why do we pray in the Te Deum, Vouchfafe, O Lord, to keep ms 
this day without Sin? In the 3d Collect, at Morning Prayer; Grant 
that this day we fall into No Sin, neither run into Any kind of Danger; 
but that All our doings may be ordered by thy Governance, to do Always 
that which is Righteous in thy Sight. In the Litany'; From All Evil and 
| Miſchief, from Sin, 'from the Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil, from thy 
Wrath, and from. Everlaſting Damnation: Good Lord deliver u? 

From Fuornication, and All other deadly Sin, and from All the Deceits of than. 

5 9705 B 2 


5* 1} 
H4 1) 43 2 
"27" 

— „ » 


2 


— — 


1 | | 
_ World, the Fleſh;, and the Devil, Good Lord deliver us! In the Colle 
for Innocents Day; Mortifie and Kill All Vices in us. For the Circumciſion 
of Chriſt ; Grant us the true Circumciſion of the Spirit, that our Hearty, 
and All our Members, being mortified from All Worldly and Carnal Lufts ; 
we may in All Things Obey thy bleſſed Will. For the 6th Sunday after 
Epiphany , Grant us, we beſeech thee, that having this Hope, we may 
Purifie our ſelves, even as. be is Pure. For the firſt Sunday in Lent; 
Give us Grace to uſe ſuch Abſtinence, that our Fleſh being ſubdued to 
the Spirit, we may, Ever Obey thy Godly Motions in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holine(s.. For the firſt Sunday after Eaſter; Grant us (0 to put 
" away the Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, that we may Always Serve - 
thee in Purenels of Living and Truth. For the 7th Sunday after Trinity; 
Nouriſh us with All Goodneſs, and of thy great Mercy keep us in the (ame: 
For the 15th Sunday after Trinity; Keep us Ever, he thy (Help, from 
All Things Hurtful, and lead us to All Things Profitable to our Salvation. 
For the 17th Sunday after Trinity ; Make us Continually to be given fo 
All good Works. For the 18th, ibid ; Lord, we beſeech thee, grant thy 
People Grace to withſtand the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh and the 
Here we Devil; and with pure Hears and Minds to follow thee the Only God: 
_ hs. So the 19th,, Grant that thy Holy Spirit may in All Things Direct and 
1 Rule and Rule our Hearts: So the 21ſt; Gram, we be{eech thee, merciful Lord, to 
| mr thy faithful People, Pardon and Peace, that 1hey may be cleanſed from All 
Fd che their Sins. See more of the like kind, in the oo = = — 
deer ration of the Lord's Supper, and the Miniſtration of Publick Baptiſm o 
| == Infants. h I fay, * we Pray thus? And why do we Teach 
our Children in the Church:Catechiſm, 10 Pray to be eps from All 
Si and Mic kedueſi, if it be 1 ble to be obtained ? 
Tou know, Sir, That Sinleſs Perfection in bis Life, is che Do- 
Rrine both. of the Law and. the Goſpel; the Doctrine of Moſes, and 
the prophets, of Chriſt and his Apoſtles : Of Fufin Martyr, in queſt & 
reſ pon 24 Orthodox, Of Origen, Hom. L I. ſuper Gen. Of Cyprian, Serm. de- 
» Baptiſm. Chriſti. Of Che g. Hor. 3. in 2 Cor. 1 1. Of Hieron. |. 3: adv. 


i 
0 
Pelag. Of uin dewers & falſa Pænitentia. Of Greg. Mug. l. a. Mor. 
. 05 e And many others: Yea, you know, that the moſt 
Learned Biſhops of our Church; as Bp. Andrews, Bn, Bp.White, 
and Bp. Taylor, were of this Opinion; That King Fame: I. aith, upon 
the Lord's Prayer, That tis Blaſphemy to ſay, that any of Chriſt s Precepts- 
are Impoſſible; for that ere v0 give him the Lye, who told us out of his own + 
Mouth, That bis Yoke is Eaſie, and his Burden is Light ; and Chriſt's 
enthmate Diſciple ſaith, 1 John 5. 3. #hat his Commandments are not 

1 Seucut. See allo what Dr. Thomas Drayton hath written upon this 


Subject, 
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Subject, in his Proviſo, or Condition yon Promiſes, and Mr. Wi Liam 


Parker, in his Re-vindication. of the ſaid Doctor, wherein he clearly 
proves theſe to Aſſert ions, tobe the Orthodox Proteſtant Doctrine. 

Firſt, Tbat there is a Poſſibility, through the Grace and Help of c. 
of a Total Mortification of Sin in this Life. 

Adly, That theres. a Poſſibility of perfect n through the Grace 
wo Help of Chriſt, to the Law "of God in this Life. 

Yea, Mr. Keith himſelf, tho denying. Sinleſs perfoction, a8 
held by the Quakers, yet Aſſerts i it in his own Terms, as fully as can 
be; ſee the Account of an Occaſional Conference between lim and To- 
5 mas Lyſbare, p- 15: where he Affirms, That Perſons, by the Help of God's 
Grace and Spirit continually Aſſiſting them, may, before Death, come to Per- 
fection in the true ſenſe of Scripture, ſo as with Sincerity of Heart to Love 
God, and walk in All bist Commandments; and to be free from tbe con- 
demning and commanding Power of Sin; and from All, not only Scanda- 
loas,  but-deliberate and wilful Sin, tho) liable to Sinful 1 nperfeRions. 
For, do not the Quakers grant, that there remaineth always in ſome part 
4 poſſubility of Sinning, when the Mind doth not moſt Diligently and Watch- 
fully Attend unto the Lord? See R. Barclay's Apology, Prop.8. So that 
Mr. Keith both- Denies and Affirms, Sinlefs Perfection, in che 
fame Paragraph: For a Liableneſs to Sin, doth no more exclude Sin 


leſs Perfeccton- now, than it did to Adam before his Fall; who, 


tho he was liable to Fall, yet was Perfect before he Fell. 


I could add many more. Teſtimonies in Confirmation of this Do- 
ctrine; but I fear I ſhould exceed the bounds of an Epiſtle, ang 


therefore ſhall draw towards a Concluſion ; Humbly adviſing my- 
Brethren, that are {0 Hor and Violent againſt the pak, to Cool 
a little and: to abate of their Impetuoutneſs. 


We profeſs to be Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſtʒ let us Imitate him iw. 


his Meekneſs, Lowlineſs, Gentlene(s, and in his lowing and peaceable Di 
pofition; and not Demonſtrate to the World by: our contrary Pra- 


tice, that he never Sent us. Molleration, 1s a Vertue that will Com-- 
niend us, not only to our own People, but to thoſe that Diſſent from 
us; but Fierceneſs and Animoſny, Strife and Contention, render . 
Contemptible unto all. If it be poſſible⸗ as much ard in us lies let us. 


live Peaceably with all Men. 


My Advice is, to put an End to theſe Paſer- Skirmiſhes, with 
thefe Sober Peaceable People, and make War againſt our Lufts 
and Sir, of all ſorts; this. will be the Nobleſt - Cauſe we can En- 
gage in, andi the moſt Comfortable and Glorious of Victories, to- 
obtain it! For how 'doth- Tniquity..abound among us ? Are not 


A Orders and Degrees of Men and Women Infected 2 May we 
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not All truly ſay, We are miſerable Offenders, both Prieſts and Peo- 
ple, being full of Wonnds, and Bruiſes, and- putrifying Sores ? What 
Atheiſm and Profaneneſs, what Pride and Luxury, what Lewaneſs 
And Intemperance, what Lying and Swearing, what Chamberin 
and Wantonneſs, what Gaming and Sporting, what Couxening 01 
Cbestingg what Injuſftice and Oppreſſion, over-ſpread the Nation! 
We ci e Church, The Church, as ſome of old did, The Temple of 
the Lord OS be” Temple of the Lord, are we, While Satan hath his Seat 
amongſi Mund we have little left of Pure and Primitive Cbriſtia- 
ity. in our Cmmunion. We are fo degeiierated from that Life and 
Power, that appeared in our firſt Reformers, that we are become a 
Reproach to the Reformation : And now we make a great Oſtentation 
of Eſſentials and Fundamentals in words, when we are departed from 1 
the Foundation in our Practices. It was the Saying of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, Non magna eloquimur, ſed vivimu; We do not ſpeak great 
things, but we live. But behold, how notoriouſly the Apoſtacy of 
this Generation contradicts it! So that we may take up our Lamenta- 
tion, and ſay, Magna eloquimur, ſed non vivimu; Our Impure Con- 
verſations, are a Shame to our ſplendid Profeſſions. The Quakers, 
whom ſome call, Hereticks and Blaſphemers, but {till want Proc far 
thoſe Odious Epithets, are Sound and Orthadex Livers; yea, they 
not only Our-ſtrip us in Real Piety and Vertue, but in Faith and 
Principle too; and for my part, I do believe, they are the People, 
whom God hath Raiſed up, in this Dreggy Age of the World, to 
Refine it, and Reſtore fall'n Chriſtianity to its Primitive State of 
Perfection and Innocency. Ea: T4 F 
Bold and Angry Mr. Keith, writes not only at Random, but with 
extream Virulency againſt them; his Choter overflows in all his late 
| +, Pamphlets, and almoſt every Stroke of his Pen diſcovers either Gall 
or Blood. Thad been. aſtoniſhed, when I read in his Reaſons for lea- 
ving Quakeriſm, p. 32. That he was able to prove, that they do not believe 
one Article of the Apoſtles Creed: But that I conſidered, that when he pe 
has a mind, he may ſay che ſame of Us, or any other Cbriſtians in . 
the World; yea, that he himſelf doth not believe them, and yet 
wipe his Mouth, and ſay, He 5s ways Sound in Fundamentals: for he 
| is the greateſt Inſtance of Confidence and Contradiction that this age 
| hath produced. But whom are we to believe, Mutable and Invidi- 
| 


ous Mr. Keith, or the Sober and Peaceable Quakers? A Furious and 
Implacable Adverſary, or an Honeſt and Conſciencious people? Vu 
will eaſily agree with me, that the Teſtimony of the latter is of 
moſt Validity. Now theſe People have often declared, That iber 
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1» -do flwcertly Believe every Article of the Apoblet Creed, as their Booksdb 


Keith; 1 will add, ſaith he, that it is not only All what we ſuppoſe ,, 8 | 


Spiritual Body, then we Subſcribe to that alſo, at well as to All the reſt ; 
the Duet Policy, &c. p. 106. printed 1500, - 


the Reformation. For their Principle is Pure and Holy, and ther Conn.. 
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| Benjamin Coole ſpeaks exceeding; plain and full in this Matter: 775 
obviate all Objections, as well to manifeſt the Intolerable Baſeneſs George 


in the Apoſtles Creed, that we believe, but even all that s contained in 
what is called the Apoſtles Creed, allowing us but 4 juſt ani reaſonable _ 
Explanation in three Particulars, that ſeem to dit not ſafely Worled oO) 1 
Firſt, He Deſcended into Hell; Now, if by Hell be underſtood, 4 
Dr. Wallis ſaith, uo move, than t bat be va in the State of the Dead. 
we Feen oi. ee + | 
 Secandly, And ſrom thence he ſhall come to Judge both Quick  , 
and Dead; from thence he ſhall come, implies, he ſhall leave that 
Glory, with Which he is Glorified witch the Father; Now, if it le 
intended only, That there 4 Day appointed, wherein he ſball come in 
Power and great Glory, to Fudge both Quick and Dead, according torheir © 
Works, we Subſcribe to that alſo; it being more Conſonant to the Holy 
Seriptures Teſtimony, ſo to Believe, and Sax. TY 
Thirdly, The Reſurrection of the Body; If by Body s meant 4 


it being as muab. our Faith and Perſwaßon as any Man's, See his Honeſty 


_ "Tis manifeſt; that Mr. Keith has done this People a great deal of 
Wrong; far:hehath-firſt. drawn them in what ugly Colours his Invi- 

dious Fancy pleaſed, and then endeavoured to make us believe, his 
Monſtrous Draught is their Real Picture: whereby he has done 

much Hurt alſo to many of our own People, inſtilling into the Minds 1 
of the Unwary and Inconſiderate, ſuch ſtrange Notionsof che Ge 
as tho” they were the Vileſt of Hereticks, who are g of © Ol 


verſation generally ſuch, as becomes the Goſpel of Chrift, norwith-4 - 
ſtanding the Filth caſt upon them by Mr. Keith, in his Occaſiona Ca.. 
ference with Thomas, Upſhare, p.1c, Ne Sins. there;clarged is rr ITT 
kenneſs, Whoredum aud Ceirauding, and many more, being No. 
toriouſſy known to be frequently committed yu both of our 
Teachers and People. Wa: | 

I have met with a Paſſage, which for the ſutableneſs of it ibo 
Mr. Keith's Character, and. Project againſt the Quakers, I ſhall here e 
Subjoyn, and Conclude.. | | | „„ 

Socrates, a Man of the greateſt Reputation in his time, for Relig 1 n 
and Vertue, one that did not take Money for Inſtructing the peg le, 
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Alben, with ſome other of their Confederacy, being weary of him, 
And inra”” . gainſt him, for his Honeſty and Uprightneſs, and con- 
tinual „ ing the People thereto, amongſt them contrived his 
Ruin; to effect their Deſign, they procured, and ſome ſay, 
Fin: one Ariſtophanes, a very poor Man, but of Parts ſufficient to be 
452 Tool'in this wicked Work: who being willing to do any 
thing r Money, undertakes the Buſineſs, and writes his Comedy, 
Called, Ne, 47, Or The Clouds; wherein he brings in, and Perſonates 
Socrates, ſpeaking as Heretically and Contemptibly, as Mr. Keith 
Repreſents the Quakers. The People having a great Love for So- 

| crates, were ſurpriſed at firſt to fee him ſo miſerably Traduced; but 
compte Me. after a while, they began to Credit the falſe Repreſentation of him, 
Keith'slear- and his Philoſophy, it had ſo much of Shew and Appearance, tho 
. nothing of Truth and Reality in it; and Ariſtopbanes was as much 
but his Mer-, A pplauded by the Prieſts, and ignorant Vulgar in thoſe days, as Mr. 
Fend ang Keith is now. Socrates his Enemies having thus Prepared the peo- 
Pen to his. ples Minds, began openly to Draw up a Charge. againſt him, and 
their Principal Accuſation was, That he was 4 Heretick, and deny'd 
Fundamentals; Or, as their Phraſe was, He deny d thoſe. to be 'God's 
awhbich, the Prieſts, of. the City deemed to be jo. By which Means find 


through which Diſadvantages, his Enemies never ceaſed Perſecys 


ting him, till they had deſtroyed him. But his Judges quickly re- 
pented themſelves of what they had done, and flew'many-of/his 
Accuſers ; and ſome others of them laid Violent Hands upon them- 
ſelves. And 'tisobfſerved by ſome Hiſtorians, That the City of Athens, 
not long after his Death, was puniſhed with ſuch a Terrible Plague, 
that never was amongſt them before. ne S173 0 
1 would have Mr. Keitb, and thoſe of our Brethren, that are ſo 
Hot and Furious, conſider of this, and be Wiſe in time: O Let 
not our Church become a Slaughter- Houſe, nor her Prieſs Inſttuments 
10 Stir up Cruelty and Perſecution, againſt a Quiet and truly Religious 
* >... People} But let dis all Study to promote Lowe; Peace, Truth and 
©” Rigbreouſne/t, bon by Preaching and Living ; That God may Look 
down upon us in Mercy, and Stay his Hand, Which is Stretched 
cur againſt us, for the Sins and Tranſgreſſions of our Prieſts and 
Pcople. 955 Nin 
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3-8 but freely Taught them Piery; Juſtice and Sobriety: The Prieſis of 
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